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| have contacted a gentleman by the name of Mi-
guel Miller, National Weather Service Forecaster

Januaryb6s meeting had a rﬁnd Spgt';ernPrc%% mManager b? datthneIN\{/VS 4a

present . Since we didnot ave e ﬁh'mem eqr rh f’ E
attendance to form a quarm, we moved to rag chew-
ing of club status, repeater and the winter social.

Meeting Minutes

ters complete Wlth a test at the end to show thelr
understanding of weather phenomena and weather
spotting. Il &m hoping to re
mail soon and will coordinate with Dan Reilly/
Skywarn Coordinator NWS to tailor the training for
Montana. This may fulfill the requirement of
weather spotter training, especially for those of you

whom are geographically isolated from Great Falls.
73, ; -

More news to follow upon receipt of the training cd.
Ken, W7GMC .

If you wish to volunteer as a spotter or control op-
erator, email me: Ken, W7GMC at
w7gmc@bresnan.net with your intentions. | will for-

As a reminder: Winter Social will be held on Feb
9th, hrs. Countryside Village Club House, 3805 7th
St NE #74. Please call Ken, W7GMC @ 952-4078
for directions. Hope to see you there!

Newsletter Editor

SKYWARN ward you a application, so | can build a spotter data-
- Ken, W7GMC pase of spp_tt_ers, spotters location and communica-
Skywarn Coordinator tion capabilities.
Well folks, itos r tARES the 2008
weather season. As most of you
know, we did have one activation for SKYWARN Well, continuing a little from last
Skywarn due to severe weather month, we HAVE secured space in
blowing up west of Great Falls this summer and was BOTH new towers that Cascade
fortunate enough to have a handful of hams re- County has built! Tentative plans calll
spond to man our amateur radio station at the NWS for the 147.300 (autopatch) to go back to the Airport
Office in Great Falls. site (because phone lines are closer), and bring the
146.68 MRLA repeater back into town at the Black
We also had an activation for communication sup- Eagle site. (for more direct access to the Statewide
port for a wildland fire near Dearborn. With the ARES activity. THEN, putting another MRLA re-
weather season starting off kind of soft (not a lot of peater back at the Knees si
moi sture) itds a good pos wiolikliintdty onf tamdt. he rAntyrwerie f -
dous fire season. MRLA frequency for up north
some time to get it all put together..
My first desire is totralr] many hamés as pos-
sible in weather spotting and those who would wish A 0h” ahother® Mot e | wi |
to be a control operator for our radio station at the o b for a few more counties
NWS Office. | would require you to complete the what we call the AnGolden Tr
weather spotter training conducted by the NWS in contact with ALL licensed hams, as wellas ALL
order for you to perform duties as a station operator Sheriffos and Police Chiefs
at the weather service. At this point, | will not re- tana. A few of which are already questioning their
quire the training for those of you whom are located ability to provide fABackup
in isolated parts of Montana as | need as many of own, so this should be EASY as long as I can get all
you folks to provide us with field reports of severe of you registered, and trained. ARES NEEDS all of
weather. you with ANY type of communications available, to

(Continued on page 2)
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be an ARES member. There are no dues or fees.
Becoming an ARES member simply means that you
have agreed to help, and that | have your informa-
tion in case we need to contact you. Enough for
now, see ya next month!

De AA7GS
FREE HAM SOFTWARE

USAPhotoMAP
-Developer: Doug Cox, KIGNLA

USAPhotoMaps downloads USGS aerial photo
and topo map data from Microsoft's free Ter-
raServer Web site, saves it on your hard drive,
and creates maps with GPS accuracy.

You can:

- Scroll and zoom
See latitude/longitude
See USGS Landmarks
See TIGER/Line streets
See elevation and contour lines
Add waypoints, routes, and text
Go to any address, populated place, USGS
landmark, or lat/lon in the U.S.A.
Transfer waypoints, tracks, and routes to
and from most GPS receivers
See your GPS location
Receive/Transmit ham radio APRS data
and much moreé

Www.jdmcox.com
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Jack A. Rohrback
3308 N. Ely Rd.
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= Phone:509-924-6569 Email: k7azn@arrl.net
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Confirming QSO With: Date: ure: Freq: R-S-T MODE QSL
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Our first confirmed QSL card for the Boy Scouts communi-
cation merit badge event.

Cuba: Over 80 radio ham stations in
Camaguey to support general elections

From: http://ww.cadenagramonte.cubaweb.cu/
english/up todate/january 08/190108 02.asp

Camaguey, Jan 19.- Over 80 amateur radio sta-

== tions will be
on air in the
province of
¢ Camaguey,.
Cuba to en-
sure the ef-
fectiveness
of communi-
cations
when the
citizens at-
tend the ballot boxes tomorrow to elect the dele-
gates of the Provincial Assembly and the mem-
bers of the Parliament.

According to engineer Sandor Sanz Fernandez,
president of the Federacion de Radioaficionados
de Cuba (the national amateur radio organization
in the Island), the service will be rendered in 70
polling stations, placed in distant areas which ac-
cess is difficult.

Najasa is one of the municipalities that need most
this kind of service, here the ham radio operators
will be broadcasting from 18 polling stations and
from the Municipal Electoral Commission, aside
other two mobile stations will be operating.

The amateur radio stations will also be present in
faraway villages located in Guaimaro, Esmeralda,
Sierra de Cubitas, Florida and Céspedes.

The support that the Cuban amateur radio organi-
zation will give to ensure communication in Cama-
guey during the suffrage on January 20th confirms
the will of this organization in backing up the
Homeland in one of its most trancedental mo-
ments of history. (Yamylé Fernandez Rodriguez/

Translation: Gualveris Rosales Sanchez/Radio
Cadena Agramonte).
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HAM RADIO IN SPACE: AO-16 RE-
PORTED ALIVE AND WELL

- From Newsline.org
ftp://ftp.arnewsline.org/quincy/News/news.txt

The AMSAT News Service says that the AO-16 is
now alive and well. This, according to the ham ra-
dio space agency that notes many voice contacts

are now going through the previously packet only

satellite. Jeramy Boot, G4ANJH has the details:

Vintage amateur satellite AMSAT Oscar 16 has
been given a new lease of life. Launched in 1990,
the successful digital store and forward system
eventually failed.

Now, AMSAT controllers have reconfigured the sat-
ellite as a voice repeater. Its 2m FM receiver has
been connected to the 70cm double sideband trans-
mitter. Uplink signals on 145.920 MHz are relayed
on

437.026 MHz.

Results so far have been surprisingly good, al-
though there is no way to forecast how long the sat-
ellite will function.

I'm Jeramy Boot, G4NJH, and you are listening to
the Amateur Radio Newsline.

Drew Glassbrenner, KO4MA, is AMSAT-NA Vice
President for Operations. He says we should all
thank that unknown someone that assisted in
assembling this satellite software for remembering
to include a simple command. That being to link the
transmitter to the receiver to permit direct communi-
cations not using a failed onboard computer needed

SKYWARN RECOGNITION
DAY 2007 RESULTS

RESULTS AS POSTED ON:
http://www.crh.noaa.gov/

hamradio/2007/2007History.php

QSO States NWS Offices
WX7GTF 108 30 31

Not an huge amount of

QSOésﬁA

G5 RV and
fine. We do a lot better when we hook up the tower
trailer, but as some of you know, the weather is no-
toriously horrible with high winds and bone chilling
cold during disassembly of the tower. | like easy!

Thank you to all who participated during this event.

73,
Ken, W7GMC
Skywarn Coordinator

AMATEUR RADIO TID BITS
AHAMO6s HELP W N THE
From - Ken, W7GMC

Info from: enginesofinnovation.com
Author: Robert Porter Lynch

Go to the below link for the full story:
http://www.enginesofinnovation.com/html/
proximity fuse case study.HTM

In 1940, amateur radio operators in Britain aided the
military in development of a proximity fuse. The
fuse was to send out radio signals that when
bounced off an aircraft would return to the fuse and
detonate the warhead. This task had never been
accomplished in both the development and building
of miniaturized electronics. They succeeded in their
endeavor. The results: By 1945, the US was now
shooting aircraft down with a 90% accuracy or only
10 rds per aircraft. Previously it took more than
18,500 rds per aircraft and very few aircraft were
shot down. In 1945, more than 22,000 of these
proximity fuses were produced.

Story Source: They Never Knew What Hit Them 1
The Story of the Best Kept Secret of World War 11,
Ralph H. Baldwin,Reynier Press, 1999
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ELECTRIC CITY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
PO Box 697
Great Falls, Montana 59403

Website: www.w7ecr.org
Email: w7ecr@yahoo.com
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