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April 7, 2008 General Meeting 
 
Meeting called to order at 7PM by Terry N7SEE 
 
March meeting minutes were read and approved. 
 
Old Business: Roy W7MBV is waiting for parts and 
crystals for the repeater cans. The 501C3 has been 
approved; paperwork must be filed annually by May 
15th to maintain tax exempt status. The club may 
now pursue funding thru grants and fundraisers. 
Roy W7MBV has a list of grants that are available. 
He asked if he should go ahead and start the proc-
esses, he also asked what we would be using the 
funding for. It was decided by the members present 
that he should go ahead and start the paperwork. 
Terry N7SEE offered to do any of the letter writing 
that needed to be done to help with the papers. It 
was decided that the funds would be used for emer-
gency communications equipment, a vehicle for the 
equipment. Roy also mentioned that there are some 
companies out there that might be willing to donate 
equipment. Deena N7TYU made up postcards to 
send out to the HAM community to announce the 
new club, Don KD7CWY offered to pay for the post-
age to send the postcards out. 
 
New Business: The club website was set up by 
David AD7BK, John KD7ZLU paid to get it started. 
At the time of the meeting the website was down. It 
has been up and down a couple of times for various 
reasons; attempts to contact David to gain access to 
the account have been futile at best. The members 
in attendance decided the website needed to be in 
club control, Terry N7SEE said he would have the 
situation solved by week’s end and David would be 
removed from the account. Don KD7CWY donated 
$100 to the website; a motion was made and carried 
to provide the additional funds from the club account 
to get the site up and running and under club con-
trol. The money would be used to pay for the do-

main name and the site hosting for up to a 10 year 
period. Terry N7SEE spoke with an individual about 
some repeater site locations that might be available 
for use by the club; further investigation is needed 
before a decision is made. 
Treasurers Report:  $310 in general fund $20 in 
Petty cash 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:15PM  
 
Secretary Deena N7TYU 

SKYWARN 
- Ken Hanks, W7GMC 
  Cascade County 
  Skywarn Coordinator 
 
Well, its an early start to the tor-
nado season.  As of June 1st, 
we’ve had three tornado warnings 
for Cascade, Fergus and Chouteau counties.   Dan 
Reilly from the National Weather Service (NWS) has 
indicated that the U.S. has received 60% of its 
yearly tornado’s in just the past few months.  This 
may be an indication of busy weather season. 
 
I scheduled two weather spotter training sessions 
and have 16 additional trained spotters.  Thank you 
to all who attended this informative training.   
 
I’m making a suggestion, that we as 
weather spotters supplement our commu-
nication with an application made by 
N3FJP.  He has put together two separate 
applications, one called WX Warning and the other 
is WXspot.  The weather warning application en-
ables the end user to setup weather alert informa-
tion filtered by State and county.  The WXSpot pro-
gram allows the end user to make routine or severe 
weather reports, chat with users and post bulletins 
for specific areas.  The applications can be 
downloaded for free at:  
 
http://n3fjp.ky1v.com/WXSpot.exe 
 
http://n3fjp.ky1v.com/WXWARN.exe 
 
The programs are free to use and do not require the 
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FREE FATHERôS DAY MESSAGES 
FOR MILITARY FAMILIES  

- From ARMY MARS 
Submitted by Jim, WU3V 

 
Families of servicemembers deployed away from 
home are invited to send personal greetings on the 
occasion of Father’s Day June 15. Volunteer Ama-
teur Radio operators will deliver the messages, 
known to the armed forces since the Vietnam era 
as “MARSgrams”, at no charge to senders. 
  
The MARSgram is a year-round service of the Army 
Military Affiliate Radio System (MARS), the Defense 
Department-sponsored organization of volunteer 
“hams” whose primary mission is providing emer-
gency communications in times of crisis.  
 
Captain Jeffrey Hammer of the Indiana National 
Guard, the Army MARS representative in Iraq, is 
looking for a lot of holiday messages. “I am 100 per 
cent set up to deal with them,” he said. 
 
To send a MARSgram, access http://
www.mymars.org on the Internet. The message you 
enter there will be transmitted automatically. Or 

user to be a HAM.   
 
Please note: This application does not replace a 
phone call to the National Weather Service to report 
severe weather, but used to supplement the report-
ing and sharing of severe weather information.  
Please feel free to contact me if you have any ques-
tions at:  w7gmc@bresnan.net  
 
I’m also suggesting, we as HAM’s start sharing se-
vere weather warnings on any frequency to include 
Highwood Baldy.  Many ham’s may not be within the  
NWS radio area, monitoring TV or commercial ra-
dio.  Its important we share severe weather alerts 
and reports.  As the members of the NWS have 
stated “Call them (NWS) and make a report, even 
though a severe weather bulletin was made”.  
Those who have attended the training know, as you 
get past the magical 60 mile range from radar sta-
tion, the radar can only see the storm at the 15-
20,000 foot level.  They (NWS) are unable to know 
what is occurring at ground level where severe 
weather has the most impact on us. 

contact the Army MARS member listed below. 
 
MARSgrams must be held to 80 words, but there is 
no limit on the number of messages that may be 
sent. Text must be in English and complete postal 
address is required. If available, the addressee’s 
telephone number may speed delivery. Full instruc-
tions appear at www.mymars.org.  
 
Serving the United States military since the 1920s, 
Army MARS is dedicated to ensuring that army 
units and civil disaster response organizations have 
reliable auxiliary communications. To learn more 
about the mission of the 2,700 volunteers in Army 
MARS, visit www.netcom.army.mil/mars.  

ñA different kind of clubó 

FIELD DAY 2008 
- Ken, W7GMC 
 
Well, Field Day 2008 was to be held at Moose Park 
off of Divide Rd.  Terry, N7SEE, Deena, N7TYU, 
Jody, KD7ZI and myself drove up to Moose Park to 
scout the area.  As it be, Divide Rd was snowed 
in….still!  The access to the road was under 2-3 feet 
of snow and is probably a strong indication that the 
area is going to be wet and unable to support RV’s 
of any size.   
 
Terry, N7SEE has reserved W7ECR a alternative 
location and closer to town for our Field Day event.  
The event will now be held at “Heritage Park” at the 
Giant Spring complex.  Terry has utilized his con-
tacts to secure the area for us.  We would like to 
know who will be attending and assisting with the 
event.  This is a perfect opportunity to build our pub-
lic relations and show what we as HAM’s are capa-
ble of.  We need to set up a meeting soon to see 
who’s attending, what we will demonstrate, do we 
want a GOTA station and will we provide informa-
tion pamphlets?  Please contact Terry, N7SEE or 
Ken, W7GMC with your questions or suggestions. 

http://www.mymars.org/
http://www.mymars.org/
http://www.mymars.org/
http://www.netcom.army.mil/mars
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INTERSTING HAM WEBSITES: 
- Submitted by Sam, K7SAM 

 
How about a Internet Explorer toolbar similar to a 
Yahoo or Google, but made specifically for HAM’s?  
Its called HamInfoBar!   

 
http://www.haminfobar.co.uk/ 

 
"This tool bar will help you get the latest up to date 

DX news, articles, cluster spots, propagation pre-

dictions, as well as quick access to ITU, Zone and 

several other maps... I now use it daily!"   

- Paul K4UJ founder of dx-is.com 

General Meeting 
 
May 5, 2008   7PM 
 
Meeting minutes were read and approved. 
 
Old Business: There was an update on the website 
status. The club is now in control of the website, we 
have the Domain name for 10 years and the site is 
prepaid for 3 years. David AD7BK is no longer on 
the account.  Repeater status: Roy W7MBV is still 
waiting on parts and is looking for a crimper for the 
cables. Don KD7CWY informed us that we do have 
a repeater site available. There is a portion of a 
tower on the site, members in attendance agreed to 
let the current owner keep the tower. Ken W7GMC 
and Jody KD7YZI did offer the club a tower for club 
use. Roy W7MBV also offered a tower to the club. 
There is a building at the site the club can have for 
$800=$100 a year for 8 years. There is electricity to 
the building; the club would be responsible for the 
electric bill. The site is the on private property; we 
would need to look into a long term agreement with 
the land owner. Field Day is the fourth weekend in 
June we are looking at Moose Park or Kings Hill if 
we cannot get in due to snow. If there is too much 
snow at both places Terry N7SEE will talk to fish 
wildlife and parks about using Heritage Park at Gi-
ant Springs.   
 
New Business: George AA7GS informed us that 
Jim Fuller is no longer the state EC, Todd AE7B is 
now in the position. George is now the District 2 EC. 

The sheriff’s department is still working on getting 
the badges done; in the meantime if we are needed 
for communications we will be ok. George told us 
the Como van has a High Sierra antenna , brand 
new fire extinguishers, 2 new Motorola Astro Spec-
tras 1 is in the van and 1 in George’s truck. George 
did assure us that the NCMA-North Central Mon-
tana Ares group does include both clubs. Ken 
W7GMC Skywarn coordinator needs an updated list 
of net controllers for Skywarn if you are interested 
please let Ken know. Ken is looking into Skywarn 
training; he is looking at sometime in the last 2 
weeks in May. Roy W7MBV is looking for about 8 
people to help with kids fishing day the 7th of June 
at 7AM out at Wadsworth pond. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8PM 
 
Secretary Deena N7TYU 

SEVERE WEATHER REPORTING 
 
Non trained weather spotters can report severe 
weather to the National Weather Service office in 
Great Falls @ 406-453-2081.   
 
Severe Weather training guide “Basic Spotters 
Field Guide” can be downloaded here:  
 

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/
basicspot.pdf 

 
What to report as required by the NWS: 
 

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun/stormspotting/
reports.php 
 

Tornado 
Funnel Cloud (Organized, persistent, sustained 
rotation) 
Wall Cloud (Organized, persistent, sustained 
rotation) 
Hail, (Dime size or larger) 
Wind Gusts of 58 mph or higher 
Flooding (Flooding that impacts roads, homes 
or businesses) 
Storm Damage (Damage to structures, roof, 
siding, windows, etc) Damage to vehicles (from 
hail or wind) Trees or large limbs down Power/
telephone poles or lines down Damage to farm 
equipment, machinery, etc 

http://www.haminfobar.co.uk/
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/basicspot.pdf
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/brochures/basicspot.pdf
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun/stormspotting/reports.php
http://www.srh.noaa.gov/oun/stormspotting/reports.php
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