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General Meeting March 3rd 2008 7PM  
Meeting called to order by Terry N7SEE February 
minutes were read and approved.  
 
Old Business: It was discussed that we need to 
make arrangements to pick up the cabinet from 
George AA7GS. Roy W7MBV had previously of-
fered the club a Mototorola cabinet but the cans 
will not fit into it so he offered the hospitals old 
pager system cabinet with a power supply in it in-
stead. He says the radios will fit in the cabinet 
also. He also said he will have the cans done in 30 
days or so. The frequencies Terry has are 146.980 
for Tiger Butte and 147.280 for Rogers Pass. It 
was stated by Terry that we need to get the Tiger 
Butte repeater up and running, as Ken Kopp has 
called wondering if the frequencies are going to be 
used.  
 
Field Day and Hamfest were discussed we have 
approval for Moose Park for Field Day. If anyone 
knows of anything the club can help out with 
please let us know you can E-mail us at 
w7ecr@yahoo.com Roy mentioned Fishing Day 
The first Saturday in June.  
 
Terry N7SEE received a letter from the IRS on the 
501C3; he called the IRS to see what clarification 
they needed on the form. He then faxed the infor-
mation, the gentleman he spoke to told him that 
with that information it should be a done deal. We 
should hear shortly the outcome.  
 
New Business: A change in time for the meetings 
was discussed by the 6 members present it was 
decided at this time to leave it as is. It was also 
discussed whether we should formalize our meet-
ings more. It was decided, as long as we have a 
small group we will continue as we are, as the 
group grows we can change then.  
 
We have had interest by several folks about joining 
the club we welcome all with open arms.  
 
Treasurers report: $230 in general Fund $20 Petty 

cash  
 
Meeting was adjourned at 8PM  

A.R.E.S. NEWS March 2008 

Wow, here it is, another month gone 
by. I have contacted sheriffôs offices 
in 5 surrounding counties so far, 
with many more on my list. Itôs really 
amazing walking into a Sheriffôs of-
fice on a ñcold callò they immediately 
think you are selling something! But, 
the minute I mention that I represent 
a group of ICS trained radio operators to help with their 
backup communications plan, they get pretty excited! 
Tom (WA7MT) came with me to Hill County, That 
Sheriff even asked about getting a license, equipment, 
etc.! I tried to get him to come to the Havre meeting 
that night but he already had other plans. (He was 
studying the ICS-200 when we walked in). Surely, he 
will be at future Havre meetings! Shelby has already 
had two train derailments within ONE BLOCK of their 
EOCéImagine a chemical spilléOK donôt! They know 
theyôre in trouble if something bad happens. All in all, 
once I get talking to them, they are very happy to dis-
cuss things with me. Tom and I attended the Havre 
Club meeting last night and, as usual, I talked too 
much! This job is great!! 

ARES NEEDS all of you with ANY type of communica-
tions available, to be an ARES member. There are no 
dues or fees. Becoming an ARES member simply 
means that you have agreed to help, and that I have 
your information in case we need to contact you. 
Enough for now, see ya next month! 

De AA7GS 

We would like to send 
out a get well wish to Jay 
Parrot, Sue Patte and 

Mike Lucas's wife.  

Get well soon everyone!  
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Hi everyone, 
 
Only about 7 weeks until the 3rd 
running of the 7th area QSO Party 
HF operating event. 
 
Please post in club newsletters 
and talk it up. Last year we had 39 
of the 56 counties on the air for the 
second running of the 7QP. It's a 
great HF 
event! 
 
------------------------------------- 
Visit the 7QP website:  www.7qp.org for additional 
information. 
 
The third running of the 7th Call Area QSO Party 
(7QP) has been scheduled for Saturday, May 3 
(7AM to 1AM local time).   Building on the success 
of the last two years, the founders believe that the 
eight states of the 7th Call Area will again offer a fun 
and challenging operating event. 
 
Our objective is to activate all 259 Counties in the 
7th call area. That goal will require a combination of 
fixed stations, mobiles, expeditions and county-line 
portables.  There is a lot of "wide open space" in the 
7th Call Area that will challenge the State Coordina-
tors.  We are looking for support from local radio 
clubs to make 7QP a success and a fun club pro-
ject. 
 
We need lots of stations to activate all 56 Montana 
counties. Let us know your plans -- click the 
Planned Operations tab below. Contact Dave 
(NB7V) or Matt (K7BG@arrl.net) if you have any 
questions or planned operations! 
 
http://www.codxc.com/new/Page.asp?
Content=DRYLAND7S&Page=2  
 
Thanks and 73, 
 
Matt--K7BG (MT co-captain) 
Dave--NB7V (MT co-captain) 
Power, MT 
k7bg@arrl.net  

 

Ham radio a popular hobby  
ANDREW WAGSTAFF  
ñThe Amherst Citizenò 
 
http://www.citizenweekly.com/index.cfm?
sid=117443&sc=136 
 
AMHERST - Amateur radio is more than just a pas-
time for Jim Langille. Itôs a big part of his life.  
 
The president of the Westcumb Amateur Radio Club 
recently became the Radio Amateurs of Canada 
(RAC) section manager for the Maritimes, a role in 
which he hopes to help promote the activity through-
out the region.  
 
ñItôs a very good hobby,ò said Langille. ñIt can be ex-
pensive but it doesnôt really need to be now because 
there are so many digital routes you can go, like voice 
over Internet.ò  
 
Langille first became interested in radios back in the 
1980s, when his brother brought home one of the first 
scanners from Ontario.  
 
ñI enjoyed it, because you could put the local police 
and fire department into it,ò he said. ñI did a lot of 
scanner listening, then I got into shortwave because 
of the towers over on the marsh. I would listen to 
news from around the world on different bands. I 
never went the CB route though, because I thought it 
was too trashy.ò  
 
After awhile, he noticed that the only radio activity he 
was not involved in was amateur (ham) radios. It just 
so happened that a course on the subject was being 
offered at the time locally, and he took it, later obtain-
ing his ham license in January of 1995.  
 
He became one of many amateur radio enthusiasts in 
the area, including about 70-80 in Amherst alone The 
Westcumb group, which covers Cumberland County, 
and Westmorland County in New Brunswick, carries a 
current membership of about 50.  
 
Amateur radio operators communicate with others 
around the world, for recreation, and for more serious 
matters, such as emergency operations. Radio ama-
teurs provide backup for local public safety organiza-
tions.  
 

(Continued on page 4) 
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LEFT:  Close up of left or southern 

most vortice. 

LEFT:  Red arrows indicate two sepa-

rate paths or two vortices (two sepa-

rate tornados) 

RIGHT: Close up image of two vortices.  

Views from Elk Saddle, south 

east side of Big Baldy Mnt. Or 

about 19 miles southwest of 

Stanford, MT.  Images provided 

by NWS Office, Great Falls.  

TORNADO IN 

MONTANA 

Yes, a tornado was 

reported by Doppler 

Radar and warnings 

posted for the town of Windham, in 

Judith Basin County!  Not sure of 

specific date, but it was the end of 

July when a storm system suddenly 

exploded just west of Helena and 

moved into Judith Basin.  The im-

ages provide by the NWS indicate 

the paths of two vortex's.  Skywarn 

was active for this event and several 

Hamôs manned the station at the 

weather service. 


